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SUBJ: AD HOC COMITE ON THE TAKING OF HOSTAGES 

SUMMARY: COMITE CONCLUDED GENERAL DEBATE AT AM MEETING 
AUGUST 11, AFTER PREDICTABLE STATEMENTS BY EGYPT, LIBYA, 

GUINEA, IRAN AND THE UNITED STATES. AFTER LONG PROCEDURAL 
WRANGEL, COMITE DECIDED THAT IT WOULD BEGIN AT PM MEETING 
TO DISCUSS PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY STATES, WITHOUT GIVING 
PRIORITY TO THE PROPOSAL OF ANY STATE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . COMITE CONCLUDED GENERAL DEBATE AT AM MEETING 
AUG. 10 AFTER STATEMENTS BY EGYPT. LIBYA, GUINEA, IRAN 
AND THE US. (SEPTEL) 

2. IN ANTICIPATION OF PROCEDURAL FIGHT OVER COURSE OF 
COMITE WORK FOLLOWING GENERAL DEBATE, WEO'S MET BEFORE 
THE AM MEETING TO DISCUSS TACTICS. CANADA REPORTED THAT 
ALGERIA THOUGHT DISCUSSION OF FRG DRAFT WAS PREMATURE 

AND THAT WORKING GROUP SHOULD BE FORMED TO DISCUSS GENERAL 
CONCEPTS THAT MIGHT GO INTO ANY CONVENTION. FRG SAID THAT 
ANY PROPOSAL LIKELY TO MAKE FRG PAPER DISAPPEAR AS W 
WORKING PAPER WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE. 
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UK NOTED THAT FRG DRAFT CONTAINS PROVISIONS THROUGH 
WHICH ALGERIA AND OTHERS CAN DISCUSS ANY POINTS THEY DESIRE. 

US NOTED THAT IT WAS MANDATE OF COMITE TO CONSIDER PROPOSLS 
OF STATES, THAT FRG SHOULD INSIST THAT ITS PROPOSAL BE 
CONSIDERED AND THAT ANY OTHER STATE COULD SUBMIT A PROPOSAL 
FOR CONSIDERATION. FRG ASKED WHAT WERE ALTERNATIVES IF IT 
WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ARTICLE BY ARTICLE CONSIDERATION 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


OF ITS DRAFT. 

3. US SAID THAT FRG MUST AVOID DOWNGRADING OF ITS DRAFT 

TO POINT WHERE IT WON'T RECEIVE CONSIDERATION. SAID OVERALL 
WEO OBJECTIVE SHOULD BE TO BEGIN CONSIDERATION OF FRG 
DRAFT SO IF THE SIXTH COMITE RECONVENED THIS COMITE, 

IT WOULD DO SO WITH A MANDATE WHICH SUSTAINED ROLE OF 
FRG DRAFT. 

4. WEO'S DECIDED THAT INITIALLY, THEY SHOULD PUSH FOR 
IMMEDIATE CONSIDERATION OF THE FRG DRAFT AND ANY OTHER 
STATE PROPOSALS. AS A FALL BACK, THEY WOULD ACCEPT PAR AT. I .FT. 
BUT SEPARATE CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL CONCEPTS AND THE 
PROPOSALS OF STATES. 

5. FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE GENERAL DEBATE, 

CHAIRMAN (HARRIMAN, NIGERIA) SUGGESTED THAT COMITE ADJOURN 
FOR CONSULTATIONS CONCERNING METHOD OF WORK. UK SAID IT 
UNDERSTOOD THAT PREVIOUS AGREEMENT WAS THAT COMITE WOULD 
CONSIDER SPECIFIC PROPOSALS AFTER COMPLETION OF GENERAL 
DEBATE. MEXICO ALSO CALLED FOR CONSIDERATION OF SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS. ALGERIA ASKED FOR A SUSPENSION OF MEETING SO 
AFRICAN GROUP COULD CONSULT, AND MEETING WAS SUSPENDED. 

6. AFTER RESUMPTION OF MEETING ALGERIA SAID AFRICA 

GROUP PROPOSED THAT SECRETARIAT PREPARE ANALYTICAL SUMMARY 
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OF ALL PROPOSALS MADE DURING THE GENERAL DEBATE AND THAT 
UNTIL THEN THE COMITE DEBATE THE DEFINITION OF HOSTAGE. 

UK CHARGED THAT THIS WOULD WASTE COMITE'S TIME AND THAT 
CONSIDERATION OF FRG DRAFT WOULD PROVIDE STRUCTURE FOR 
QUESTION OF DEFINITION AS WELL AS ANY OTHER QUESTIONS. 

USSR SUPPORTED OF DEFINITION AS WELL AS ANY OTHER QUESTIONS. 
USSR SUPPORTED ALGERIAN PROPOSAL. SAID COMITE 
SHOULD CONSIDER ALL PROPOSALS. AND THAT NO POINT BEGINNING 
CONSIDERATION OF ANY PROPOSALS UNTIL TERM HOSTAGE HAD 
BEEN DEFINED. TANZANIA SUPPORTED ALGERIAN PROPOSAL. US 
SAID THAT PROPOSAL MADE FARCE OF WORK OF COMITE SINCE 
ONLY ONE STATE HAD MADE PROPOSAL, SAID THAT A PROPOSAL 
HAD BEEN MADE AND SHOULD BE EXAMINED AND THAT OTHER 
PROPOSALS WERE POSSIBLE. SAID ABSTRACT DISCUSSION OF 
DEFINITION UNNECESSARY AND NOT CALLED FOR BY MANDATE. 

7. AFTER FURTHER INTERVENTIONS BY FRG, KENYA, TANZANIA, 

AND BYELORUSSIA, CHAIRMAN SAID THAT HE COULD SEE NO 
REASON FOR OPPOSING PROPOSAL TO HAVE SECRETARIAT PREPARE 
PAPER. 

8. US THEN ASKED IF CHAIRMAN'S PROPOSAL WAS THAT 
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SECRETARIAT PREPARE THE PAPER BUT THAT AFTERNOON SESSION 
BEGIN CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS OF STATES. CHAIRMAN 
SAID YES, PROPOSAL WAS ACCEPTED AND MEETING ADJOURNED. 

LEONARD 
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